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7.12 What records are available in reading 
rooms, and how are they accessed? 

7.13 How are copies of publicly available 
records obtained? 

7.14 Redaction of Information That is Ex-
empt from Disclosure. 

7.15 Protection of Records. 

Subpart C—Availability of Reasonably 
Described Records 

UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

7.21 What does this subpart cover? 
7.22 Who administers this subpart? 
7.23 What limitations apply to disclosure? 
7.24 How do I submit a FOIA request? 
7.25 How does DOT handle first-party re-

quests? 
7.26 To what extent and in what format are 

records searched and made available? 
7.27 What are the designated DOT FOIA Re-

quester Service Centers? 
7.28 How does DOT handle requests that 

concern more than one Government 
agency? 

7.29 When and how does DOT consult with 
submitters of commercial information? 

Subpart D—Time Limits 

7.31 What time limits apply to DOT with re-
spect to initial determinations? 

7.32 What time limits apply to a requester 
when appealing DOT’s initial or final de-
termination? 

7.33 What time limits apply to DOT with re-
spect to administrative appeals (final de-
terminations)? 

7.34 When and how are time limits applica-
ble to DOT extended? 

7.35 When and how is the twenty day time 
limit for rendering an initial determina-
tion tolled? 

Subpart E—Fees 

7.41 When and how are processing fees im-
posed for records that are made available 
under subpart B or processed under sub-
part C of this part? 

7.42 What is DOT’s fee schedule for records 
requested under subpart C of this part? 

7.43 When are fees waived or reduced for 
records requested under subpart C of this 
part? 

7.44 How can I pay a processing fee for 
records requested under subpart B or 
subpart C of this part? 

7.45 When are pre-payments required for 
records requested under subpart C of this 
part, and how are they handled? 

7.46 How are late payments handled? 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 49 
U.S.C. 322; E.O. 12600; E.O. 13392. 

SOURCE: 79 FR 16209, Mar. 25, 2014, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 7.1 General. 

(a) This part implements the Free-
dom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as 
amended, and prescribes rules gov-
erning the public availability of De-
partment of Transportation (DOT) 
records. 

(b) Subpart B of this part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning the 
public availability of: 

(1) Records and indices that DOT is 
required to publish in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) 
(described in § 7.11(a)); and 

(2) Records and indices that DOT is 
required to make available to the pub-
lic in a reading room without need for 
a specific request, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2) (described in § 7.12(a)). 

(c) Subpart C of this Part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning 
records that may be requested from 
DOT under the FOIA, namely, records 
that DOT is not required to publish in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER or make pub-
licly available in a reading room under 
5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2)(A), (B), (C), and (E) 
and frequently requested records even 
if DOT has made them publicly avail-
able as required under 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2)(D). Because DOT and its com-
ponents make many of these records 
available on their Web pages (http:// 
www.dot.gov or http://www.dot.gov/foia), 
requesters may find it preferable to ob-
tain such records directly from the 
Web pages instead of submitting a 
FOIA request, if the Web pages contain 
records that meet their needs. 

(d) Subpart D of this part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning time 
limits applicable to processing requests 
for records under subpart C. 

(e) Subpart E of this part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning proc-
essing fees applicable to records made 
available under subpart B or requested 
under subpart C. 

§ 7.2 Definitions. 

Unless the context requires other-
wise, the following definitions apply in 
this part: 

Act and FOIA mean the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as 
amended. 
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Administrator means the head of each 
Operating Administration. 

Components—see the definition of De-
partment in this section. 

Concurrence means that the approval 
of the individual being consulted is re-
quired in order for the subject action 
to be taken. 

Confidential commercial information 
means trade secrets and confidential, 
privileged, and/or proprietary business 
or financial information submitted to 
DOT by any person. 

Consultation has its ordinary mean-
ing; the approval of the individual 
being consulted is not required in order 
for the subject action to be taken. 

Department or DOT means the De-
partment of Transportation, including 
the Office of the Secretary, the Office 
of Inspector General, and all DOT Oper-
ating Administrations, any of which 
may be referred to as a DOT compo-
nent. This definition specifically ex-
cludes the Surface Transportation 
Board, which has its own FOIA regula-
tions at 49 CFR part 1001. 

First-party request means a request by 
an individual for records pertaining to 
that individual. 

Hourly rate means the actual hourly 
base pay for a civilian employee. 

Operating Administration means one of 
the following components of the De-
partment: 

(1) Federal Aviation Administration; 
(2) Federal Highway Administration; 
(3) Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-

ministration; 
(4) Federal Railroad Administration; 
(5) Federal Transit Administration; 
(6) Maritime Administration; 
(7) National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration; 
(8) Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration; and 
(9) Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop-

ment Corporation. 
Reading room records are those 

records required to be made available 
to the public without a specific request 
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2), as described in 
§ 7.12 of subpart B of this part. DOT 
makes reading room records available 
to the public electronically through its 
FOIA Web pages (http://www.dot.gov/ 
foia) and at the physical locations iden-
tified in § 7.12(b). Other records may 
also be made available at DOT’s discre-

tion through DOT Web pages (http:// 
www.dot.gov). 

Record includes any writing, drawing, 
map, recording, diskette, DVD, CD– 
ROM, tape, film, photograph, or other 
documentary material, regardless of 
medium, by which information is pre-
served. The term also includes any 
such documentary material stored 
electronically by computer. 

Redact means delete or mark over. 
Representative of the news media 

means any person or entity that gath-
ers information of potential interest to 
a segment of the public, uses its edi-
torial skills to turn the raw materials 
into a distinct work, and distributes 
that work to an audience. ‘‘News’’ 
means information that is about cur-
rent events or that would be of current 
interest to the public. 

Responsible DOT official means the 
head of the DOT Operating Administra-
tion concerned, or the General Counsel 
or the Inspector General, as the case 
may be, or the designee of any of them 
authorized to take an action under this 
Part. 

Secretary means the Secretary of 
Transportation or any individual to 
whom the Secretary has delegated au-
thority in the matter concerned. 

Toll means temporarily stop the run-
ning of a time limit. 

Subpart B—Information Required 
To Be Made Public by DOT 

§ 7.11 What records are published in 
the Federal Register, and how are 
they accessed? 

(a) General. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(1), DOT publishes the following 
records in the FEDERAL REGISTER and 
makes an index of the records publicly 
available. For purposes of this para-
graph, material that is reasonably 
available to the class of persons af-
fected by the material is considered to 
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
when the material is incorporated by 
reference with the approval of the Di-
rector of the Federal Register. 

(1) Descriptions of DOT’s organiza-
tion and the established places at 
which, the officers from whom, and the 
methods by which, the public may se-
cure information and make submittals 
or obtain decisions; 
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